Primary hemorrhagic stroke in a 12-year-old female with sickle cell disease and normal transcranial Doppler.
Stroke is a well-known complication of sickle cell disease (SCD). It is estimated to occur in approximately 11% of patients with SCD by the age of 20. The most frequent cause of cerebrovascular accident (CVA) is blockage of the intracranial internal carotid and middle cerebral arteries. Hemorrhagic stroke is less common, occurring in approximately 3% of children by age 20. Transcranial Doppler (TCD) is the standard test for prediction of stroke risk in children with sickle cell anemia. The authors present a case of a 12-year-old female with SCD transferred to their institution after suffering a catastrophic intracranial hemorrhage. Her most recent TCD was normal 6 months prior to her admission.